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Al-Kafi sources: section of Usul retrieval and validation

Historical evaluation and validation of al-Kafi and its hadiths depend on the
recognition of al-Kafi resources and their validation. Discovering methods and rules
for recovery is needed. This article deals with these three important issues in al-
Usul section of al-Kafi Book. The methods and rules of retrieval in this study are
based on the comparison between the documents of al-Mahasin as a source of al-
Kafi and documents of al-Kafi using fihrists of Najashi and Tusi. Fifteen retrieval
rules, the resolution of incompatibility between some rules, and the co-operation of
some of the rules together, are among the findings of the prsent study concening the
discussion of the rules. The works of eight teachers of Kulayni, books by 31
teachers of Kulayni's teachers and papers of three teachers with more than two
intermediaries are among the definitive sources of al-Kafi. Twelve sources among
Kulayni's teachers and teachers of teachers are indefinite due to the name of a new
author among them; otherwise, the number of definite sources would reach 54.
Another twenty other sources among Kulayni's teachers and teachers of teachers are
mdeﬁmte and not added to the statistics due to the repetition of their names in

d Eight d with unknown teachers, 14 documents with
unclear teachers and narrators, and three ambiguous documents have not been
verified. The chains of authorities of the sources have been evaluated and sources
themselves are validated. The number of hadiths per source is also set.
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