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The Role of rational evidence in Understanding the Objectives of Sharia with an Emphasis on Justice

Abstract:

In Shia jurisprudence, at first, the rational evidence was considered subordinate to the Quran and Sunnah, and
its role was limited to understanding the texts. However, with the scholarly efforts of some great scholars, such
as Mirza-ye Qomi, the status of rational evidence was elevated, and it came to be recognized as an independent
source for deriving Sharia rulings. Despite this transformation, rational evidence is still far from its rightful
position in understanding the objectives of Sharia and, consequently, in deriving religious rulings. Its role has
been recognized solely within the domain of identifying general matters such as perceiving the goodness of
justice and the evil of oppression.

This article, through an analytical-descriptive approach and using written sources, aims to examine not only the
non-independent role of rational evidence but also its independent competence in understanding the objectives
of Sharia (with an emphasis on justice) and deriving its rulings by introducing capacities that have so far been
less examined. The rational evidence referred to in this paper consists of "innate knowledge, theoretical intellect
perceptions, and results based on empirical sciences."

Keywords : rational evidence, justice, Sharia, objectives of Sharia.
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