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Abstract

This article examines the legal dimensions of the United States' 2019 designation of Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO). The issue is analyzed from the
perspective of international law, assessing its implications for fundamental principles such as state sovereignty,
state immunity, and the non-intervention principle in domestic affairs. To this end, the concept of terrorism
and its identification criteria are examined based on international instruments and criminal law, revealing

weaknesses in the international legal system's ability to provide a precise and functional definition of terrorism.

The article explores the political and legal consequences of the IRGC's terrorist designation by the U.S.,
analyzing its impact on Iran-U.S. relations and broader implications for the Middle East region. The research
employs a documentary and case-study approach, examining U.S. domestic laws, international documents, and
relevant judicial practices. Findings indicate that the U.S. action not only violates the principle of sovereign

equality but may also set a dangerous precedent in the interpretation and application of international law.

Keywords: Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), terrorism, United States, international law.
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