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Examination of the doctrine of Imam's knowledge from the Ash'ari perspective
and its critique in light of the Quran
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Abstract

Because of their important role as guides and
leaders of society, Imams must possess the highest
qualities compared to other social groups, and
knowledge is one of these essential qualities of the
Imam. Questions arise regarding the source, scope,
quantity, and significance of the Imam's
knowledge; Islamic thoughts emphasize the
importance of the Imam's knowledge depending on
their rank and significance within the mental
framework of Islamic belief. Currently, the Ash'ari
doctrinal system is the most influential intellectual
and theological model among Sunnis, founded on
tradition, with the Quran being its most important
source. In this worldview, the Imam holds the
position of “Caliph of the Messenger of Allah” in
terms of safeguarding religious affairs and political
matters of society, with leadership and caliphate
over “all people,” encompassing “all religious and
worldly affairs of the Islamic community.” In this
thought, the Imam’s knowledge is comparable to
that of a mujtahid, capable of issuing legal
opinions and defending the faith against doubts, or
to that of a judge, who can understand corruption
and discern the interests of society. At the very
least, it is equivalent to someone who is rational
and not constantly mentally incapacitated.
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